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TRESTLE-BOARD
All stated meetings start at 7:30 p.m. –
Dinner at 6:30 p.m. and reservations are
required, 440-257-6964
At Recess during Jan. and Feb.
Jan. 28
Special Meeting
Jan. 29
Night w/ the Monsters
Feb. 2
Groundhog Day
Feb. 12
St. Valentine’s Day at the
Hofbräuhaus
Feb. 25
Special Meeting
Mar. 9
Stated Meeting
Mar. 19 St. Patrick’s Day at the
Music Box.

Ohio

216-731-9857

January / February 2022

Grand Master’s Program

From The East,
Greetings Brethren,

Chris Modica, (440) 339-7092,
c.modica@yahoo.com

S. W. -

Tyler -

Euclid

I want to congratulate all the officers of Acacia lodge on being
elected or appointed to their stations and places. Also, I want to
thank the brethren of Acacia Lodge for having faith in me by
electing me as their Worshipful Master for the 2021 – 2022 masonic year. The
Officers and I will continue to work diligently to ensure that Acacia Lodge
remains one of the best in the 22nd Masonic District and the State of Ohio.
The Grand Master’s theme this year is “Reflect on Freemasonry”. I encourage
every member of Acacia Lodge to “Reflect” on that wonderful day when you
were raised as a Master Mason. “Reflect” on the Tenants of Freemasonry and
practice them in your daily intercourse. “Reflect” on the many friendships and
relationship’s you’ve made over the years, where your journey as a Mason has
taken you and how it affects you. Additionally, let us not forget to “Reflect”
on the friendship and the honor of knowing those who have passed to the
Celestial Lodge above.
As in past years, Acacia Lodge will continue to host many social events for its
members and their families. These events are put on by the hard-working
officers of Acacia Lodge with a great deal of time and planning going into
them. I highly encourage every member, even if you have been away for a
while, to attend these events. Also, Acacia Lodge will be extending invitations
to these events to the members of Collinwood Lodge (our masonic co-tenant in
the Euclid Masonic Temple). It is always great to welcome Brethren from other
lodges and to further cement the bond of Brotherly Love.
Here are just some of the events we are planning for this year. The St.
Valentine’s Day dinner at the Hofbräuhaus House, Lake Erie Monster Hockey
Game, St. Patrick’s Day at the Music Box, Lake County Captains Baseball
game, Golf outing at Top Golf, Bus Trip to the Mum Festival, Halloween event,
and our annual Christmas Party to list a few. Again, Brethren these events are
for you and your Families. RSVP’s are required, look to future newsletters or
the trestle board listed on our website (www.acacia651.org) for dates and
additional details. I look forward to seeing you at our stated meetings and at
our events.
Fraternally,
Christopher W. Modica,
Worshipful Master

Congratulations!
The new officer line for Acacia Lodge was installed
on December 8th at the Euclid Masonic Temple.
In Memoriam
Brother
Nick G. Varlamos
Emerson Best
William O. Denton
James B. Craft

Passed
August 8, 2021
July 4, 2021
February 16, 2021
December 16, 2021

They rest from their labors
Masonic Word Search

Front row left to right – WB Brian F. Iselin,DEO, WB
Christopher J. Rieger – Sr. Steward, WB N. Allen Paynter
– Marshal, Bro. Rev. Richard Weller – Asst. Chaplin, WB
Ted A. Daly – Sr. Warden, Wor. Bro. Christopher W.
Modica – Wor. Master, Bro. Jeffrey H. Day – Jr. Warden,
RWB Franck Kakou, DDGM
Back row left to right – Bro. Stephen Mietus – Musician,
Sr. Deacon, Bro. Dave W. Kemp – Jr. Steward, WB Mark
A. Novak – Trustee.

This was a fine installation that was preceded by a
nice dinner of wiener schnitzel and roast beef served
by the ladies from the Painesville Rainbow for Girls.

Masonic Words
Valentine
Saint
Box
Hockey
Marshal
Install
Christmas
Warden
Junior
Secretary
Chaplin
“I don't believe you have to be better than everybody
else. I believe you have to be better than you ever
thought you could be.”
Ken Venturi
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Patrick
Music
Groundhog
Trustee
Tyler
Officers
Master
Senior
Treasurer
Musician
Steward

“No man, who continues to add something to the material,

intellectual and moral well-being of the place in which he
lives, is left long without proper reward.”
Brother Booker T. Washington

On January 29th at 7 PM – We will host a night at
the Monsters Hockey Game (Section 121, Rows 911) this includes a food voucher and a bobblehead
doll for the first 10K fans (these are $37.00 seats).
Reservations are required by January 7th. This
event will cost $10.00 per person. Tickets are all
electronic now, so every family needs at least one
email address. The tickets will be sent directly to that
email address and admissions will be by use of cell
phone. To reserve your seat please call James Cogan
at 440-257-6964

and understanding.
On December 27th, we
celebrated St. John the Evangelist with a Masonic
feast to welcome the sun and the enlightenment it
brings. The Winter Solstice and the feast of St. John
the Evangelist is yet another opportunity to reflect on
your Masonry and what knowledge it has brought
you.
Service Awards
This year Acacia Lodge had the honor to present
service awards to our loyal members.
On November 19 th we were able to present two
service awards for 25 and 35 years of service.

Dear Fellow Masons,
As mentioned in the “Short Talk Bulletin” of
September 2019, during the time of the
Revolutionary War Masonic principals were very
important. “The independent spirit and notion of
freedom and free will was enough for men to support
a cause they must have believed in”.
“The Masonic principles align well with what has
become universal truths: changing away from the
authority of church and royalty, and rights achieved
through birth; changing to a way of self –
determination; freedom of speech; peaceful
assembly; and other radical ideas for the time.”
These principals also apply to us today.

WB Bruce Turner was presented his 35 year award
from WB Mark A. Novak and RWB Franck T.
Kakou.

The words of Faith – Hope – Charity are certainly
key beliefs and practices of a free mason and
something to consider as 2021 comes to an end.
Going forward in 2022, I plan to focus on MASONIC
PRINCIPLES and key words to move towards being
a better man.
I wish you all a Happy New Year and Good Health,
Peace.
Jeff Day, Junior Warden
From the Grand Lodge of Ohio
Later in December, we observed the Winter Solstice,
a symbol of the shift from dark to light and a
reminder of the upcoming longer days and shorter
nights. In Freemasonry, the sun is an important
representation of the search for knowledge, growth,

Bro. Jeffrey H. Day, Junior Warden received his 25
year award from WB Mark A. Novak and RWB
Franck T. Kakou, with his wife, Cathy.
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WB James H. Plants received his 50 yr. service
award at the Heartland Skilled Nursing facility in
Mentor, OH.

From left to right – WB Dave Ponsart, WB James
Cogan, WB Al Paynter, WB H. James Plants, WB
Chris Modica, WB Mark Novak and RWB Franck T.
Kakau.

Christmas Party
Acacia Lodge celebrated Christmas with a party for
our members and their family on December 11 th at
the Euclid Masonic Temple. Over 77 members and
family enjoyed a fine lunch and was entertained by
the balloon designs by Nikki from the Flower Clown.
Rick Smith Jr. entertained everyone in the
Fellowship Hall with card tricks followed by a magic
show in the lodge room for all the members, family
and children.
After the magic show the man from the North, Santa
himself, showed up to hand out presents for the
children.

From the West:
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. I would like
to thank the members of Acacia Lodge for electing
me as Senior Warden this year and I look forward to
serving you in that capacity. I consider it an honor
and privilege to be an officer in our Lodge and an
active member of this great fraternity.
I would like to thank WB Mark Novak for serving
yet another year as Master of our Lodge and for the
fun year he put together. I also, want to congratulate
our newly elected Master, WB Chris Modica, and
look forward to a fun filled year with him as Master.
It is so refreshing to have a first time Master govern
our Lodge and add his new ideas to Acacia.

WB Al Paynter, Brother Paynter and their family
enjoyed a fine meal in the Fellowship Hall

As we begin this year, we still find ourselves dealing
with the COVID pandemic which may alter the
schedule a bit and make things more challenging. It
is especially, important that we attend Lodge
regularly and participate in the activities. I see this
as a year of coming back together as we rebound
from unsettling times. Let us renew our commitment
to Acacia Lodge and help make WB Modica’s year
as Master the best ever.
Warmest Regards, Fraternally,
WB Ted Daly, Senior Warden
Covid Facts

Everyone enjoyed this day including Bro. John Healey and his
four legged companion, Mickey.
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Our youngest guest was only 3 weeks old!

Wor. Master Chris Modica and his family enjoyed
the day with Santa.

Our two Stewards (WB Chris Rieger and Bro. Dave Kemp)
enjoyed themselves on very festive afternoon.

What Have You Learned
I've learned... That no matter how serious your life
requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act
goofy with.
I've learned... That sometimes all a person needs is
a hand to hold and a heart to understand.
I've learned... That simple walks with my father
around the block on summer nights when I was a
child did wonders for me as an adult.
I've learned... That life is like a roll of toilet
paper.
The closer it gets to the end, the faster it
goes.
I've learned... That it's those small daily happenings
that make life so spectacular.
I've learned... That under everyone's hard shell is
someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.
I've learned... That to ignore the facts does not
change the facts.
I've learned... That when you plan to get even with
someone, you are only letting that person continue to
hurt you.
I've learned... That love, not time, heals all wounds.

The Acacia Lodge officers were very good this year according
to Santa.
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I've learned... That the easiest way for me to grow
as a person is to surround myself with people smarter
than I am.
I've learned... That everyone you meet deserves to
be greeted with a smile.
I've learned... That no one is perfect until you fall in
love with them.
I've learned... That life is tough, but I'm tougher.
I've learned... That opportunities are never lost;
someone will take the ones you miss.
I've learned... That I wish I could have told my Mom
that I love her one more time before she passed away.
I've learned... That one should keep his words both
soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to
eat them.
I've learned... That a smile is an inexpensive way to
improve your looks.
I've learned... That when your newly born
grandchild holds your little finger in his little fist,
you're hooked for life.
I've learned... That everyone wants to live on top of
the mountain, but all the happiness and growth
occurs while you're climbing it.
I've learned... That the less time I have to work with,
the more things I get done.
St. Valentine’s Day Party

You are cordially invited to attend Acacia Lodge’s
Valentine’s Day Party on Saturday, February 12,
2022 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at the Hofbrauhaus,
good food, music and fellowship.
All Brethren, Family and Friends are welcome at a
cost of $10.00 per person (adult beverages are not
supplied by the lodge).
RSVP by February 1st – 440-257-6964

The Chamber of Reflection
The Chamber of Reflection is often
a small room adjacent to the lodge
room.
The origins of the Chamber of
Reflection is not known. Although
since it's inception it has been used
in a variety of masonic ritual
works, both in the Blue Lodge and in appendant
bodies. Regardless of when a candidate encounters
the Chamber of Reflection certain features are the
same. The room is generally darkened with little
light or perhaps only candlelight. There are various
types of items in the room with the candidate. The
candidate is expected to sit and mediate or
contemplate on what is happening around them.
Some of the items may confront the candidate in the
Chamber of Reflection can include, a skull,
symbolizing death, a scythe or hourglass,
symbolizing time or various other items symbolizing
concepts the candidate needs to contemplate. There
may also be aphorisms written on the walls. Among
the most common is the phrase V.I.T.R.I.O.L. which
generally stands for the Latin "visita interiora terrae,
rectificandoque, invenies occultum lapidem." This
translates into "visit the interior of the earth, and
purifying it, you will find the hidden stone." This
reminds the candidate to look within themselves for
the truth they seek.
The Chamber of Reflection, particularly in the
United States rarely gets used.
Although in
jurisdictions outside the United States it does occur
more frequently. The idea of the Chamber is meant
to give the candidate an opportunity to reflect upon
the degree work and information they receive during
a degree. It teaches the candidate to contemplate
what is being said in the degrees. Like most
ritualistic societies, Freemasonry has deeper
meanings to the words being used in it's ceremonies.
The Chamber of Reflection gives the candidate an
opportunity to help them better understand what has
been said, and potentially to raise more questions to
be asked.
From – Today in Masonic History
"One's life has value so long as one attributes value
to the life of others, by means of love, friendship,
indignation and compassion." - Simone de Beauvoir
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St. Patrick’s Day Party

Tracing Boards
The Tracing Board is used in masonic
education and lectures.

St. Patrick’s Day Celebration on March 19 th at the
Music Box.
Irish music, food, Fun, Fellowship and Friendship
for Family and friends all invited! Cost per person is
$10.00 (adult beverages are not supplied by the
lodge).

A Tracing Board is used in masonic degree
work to illustrate ideas and principals put forth
in it's degrees. The origins of the Tracing
Board go back to the masonic lodges in the
18th century and before.
In the beginning of Freemasonry, in England
and around the World, Freemasons did not meet in a lodge hall.
Instead they rented out the back room of a tavern once a month,
or however often they held their meetings. Appropriate
diagrams and other items indicating the lodge were drawn,
often with chalk, on the floor of the tavern to indicate the
information that they needed to convey in their degree work.

Reservations a must by calling James Cogan, 440257-6964

Some historical reference has the Tyler, probably as part of the
ritual of the time, drawing a rectangle on the floor. Possibly to
represent the security of the room as would be the Tyler's
responsibility. As the degree progressed, the Worshipful
Master or other officers of the lodge would fill the rectangle in
with appropriate images. Most of which we would probably not
recognize as being part of modern freemasonry, particularly as
you go back into the 18th century and before.

Magic Gives Back

After the degree was complete, the candidate would be directed
to remove the chalk drawings with a mop and bucket. This
would be a reminder of his oath of secrecy.

Mark your calendar and make your reservations for
a Las Vegas style magic show with Rick Smith Jr.
at the Mentor Fine Arts Center, 6477 Center Street.
Acacia Lodge purchased tickets for the 7:00 p.m.
show on Saturday, May 14 th. Reservations are
mandatory and tickets are only $10.00 per person
for these reserved seats.
Please call James Cogan at 440-257-6964 with your
reservations.
For Valentine's Day
I CARRY YOUR HEART WITH ME
i carry your heart with me (i carry it in
my heart) i am never without it (anywhere
i go you go, my dear; and whatever is done
by only me is your doing, my darling i fear
no fate(for you are my fate, my sweet) i want
no world (for beautiful you are my world, my true)
and it’s you are whatever a moon has always meant
and whatever a sun will always sing is you

During non-degree meetings they would still draw the chalk
drawings as a reminder to the brothers of the lessons that the
fraternity has taught.
Sometime in the 19th century as symbols were adopted by the
fraternity more permanent mechanisms were used. These
ranged from painted boards that could be displayed or carpets
that could be laid down for candidates to see. Despite the fact
that these had come into vogue in the fraternity at the time, most
Grand Lodges discouraged their use since they were now a
permanent display and could not be erased with a simple swipe
of a mop.
By the 20th century the idea of the Tracing Board began to die
out. Logically this probably coincided with more and more
lodges moving from the back room of a tavern and into their
own buildings. The idea that the lodge had to be 100% portable,
sometimes referred to as a "lodge in a box", had gone away and
it was now easier to have more permanent displays or larger
items that could be used to illustrate the ideas and principles of
Freemasonry.
Several examples of Tracing Boards still exist and can still be
used to relate the concepts of Freemasonry to a candidate.
From Today in Masonic History

here is the deepest secret nobody knows
(here is the root of the root and the bud of the bud
and the sky of the sky of a tree called life; which grows
higher than soul can hope or mind can hide)
and this is the wonder that’s keeping the stars apart
i carry your heart (i carry it in my heart)

Look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try to make
sense of what you see, and wonder about what makes the
universe exist. Be curious. - Stephen Hawking
The perpetually happy “Smiley” face, with its yellow face and two
black dot eyes, was invented in 1963. It was originally created to boost
morale among employees of an insurance company.
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TRESTLE-BOARD
Tear off and post on your refrigerator!
All stated meetings start at 7:30 p.m. unless otherwise indicated – Dinner is provided before each
meeting at 6:30 p.m. and reservations are required. Please call James Cogan, 440-257-6964.
Saturday

January 1, 2022

New Years Day

Friday

January 28, 2022

Special Meeting

Saturday

January 29, 2022

Monster’s Game

Wednesday

February 2, 2022

Groundhog Day

Saturday

February 12, 2022

St. Valentine’s Day at the Hofbräuhaus

Friday

February 25, 2022

Special Meeting

Wednesday

March 9, 2022

Stated Meeting

Saturday

March 19, 2022

St. Patrick’s Day at the Music Box

Friday

March 25, 2022

Stated Meeting

Saturday

May 14, 2022

Magic Gives Back – Mentor, Oh

Acacia Lodge at Recess for January and February

James R. Cogan
6130 Thistlewood Drive
Mentor, OH 44060
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